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EXL2v3 SURFACE MOUNT EDGE-LIT LED 
INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS

Model: EXL2v3

What’s In The Box

One (1) EXL2 One (1) Mounting Kit

Important Safeguards
READ AND FOLLOW ALL SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS
•	 All servicing should be performed by qualified personnel only
•	 All electrical service connections must be in accordance with local codes, ordinances, and the National Electric Code.
•	 Before installation and performing any service,turn off the AC power. 
•	 Do not use outdoors
•	 Cap off the unused wires with the included wire nuts or with other approved methods.
•	 Do not mount near gas or electric heaters
•	 Use caution when servicing batteries. Battery acid can cause burns to skin and eyes.  If acid is spilled on skin or in eyes, flush with fresh water 

and contact a physician immediately. 
•	 Equipment should be mounted in locations and at heights where it will not be subject to tampering by unauthorized personnel. 
•	 The use of accessory equipment not recommended by the manufacturer may cause an unsafe condition.
•	 Do not use this equipment for other than its intended use.

Tools Needed
A Phillips screwdriver will be needed to 
install the EXL2. 

Make sure all power is turned off before beginning installation

Preparation 
•	 Carefully unpack the exit sign from its packaging. Inspect 

product for defects due to shipping. 

Faceplate Selection
•	 Determine number of faces desired for mirrored backplate 

fixtures. Keep the silver mylar panel in place, or remove the 
panel to show a the second face. The clear panel fixture is single 
faced only, so this step can be skipped.

LED Color Selection
•	 The product’s default setting is red. 
•	 Press and hold the test switch for 2 seconds to change the color 

to green.
•	 NOTE: Pressing the test switch once will activate a 30 second 

discharging. If you want to change the LED color during 
discharging, press and hold the switch 2 seconds to exit 
discharge. Then, press and hold the switch for 2 seconds to 
change the LED color.

Installing the EXL2

Mounting 
Bracket

Junction Box 
Crossbar

Two (2) Wire 
Nuts

Four (4) 
ST3.5*16 
Screws

 (2) ST3.5*20 
Screws

 Two (2) 
Knockout Plugs  
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Wiring Diagram

Mounting and Wiring 

Wall and Ceiling Mount

•	 Attach the crossbar to the junction box with screws.

•	 Pass the wiring out the top of the fixture, through the mounting 

bracket, and attach the mounting bracket to the driver box with the 

ST3.5*16 screws. Cover side knockout opening with provided plug.  

•	 Connect the red and white wires to the building wires with wire nuts. 

•	 Attach the mounting bracket to the crossbar with the PM4x20 screws 

or the ST3.5x20 screws (wooden ceiling).

•	 Slide the panel into the housing until it snap locks into place. If the 

chevrons are not needed, peel off.

•	 The EXIT panel can be rotated up to 180 °. Wall mounting can be 

completed by rotating the panel 90 °.

Side Mount

•	 Attach the crossbar to the junction box with screws.

•	 Remove the side cover. Pass the wiring through the side cover hole 

and mounting bracket. Attach the mounting bracket to the tightened 

side cover with the ST3.5*16 screws.  Cover top knockout opening with 

provided plug.

•	 Connect the red and white wires to the building wires with wire nuts. 

•	 Attach the mounting bracket to the crossbar with the PM4x20 screws 

or the ST3.5x20 screws (wooden ceiling).

•	 Slide the panel into the housing until it snap locks into place. If the 

chevrons are not needed, peel off.

Recessed Kit Installation

•	 Position the recessed kit and bar hangers between joists. Make sure 

the bar hangers are in the correct position and level with the bottom 

of the joists.

•	 Hammer in temporary “nail in” tabs on hanger to hold in place, then 

secure permantently with the included Recess Bracket Screws for 

metal joists, or wood (3x40mm).

•	 Adjust the recessed kit vertically to desired position and tighten all 

screws. The recommended opening in the surface is a 4”x30” rectangle, 

and the maximum distance between ceiling joists is 18.5”.

Side Mount

Wall and Ceiling Mount

Recess Kit Installation
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GENERAL PRODUCT WARRANTY. Each NICOR product will be free from defect in materials and workmanship for a period of one (1) year from the date of delivery to the end-user. Powder Coat paint finish on products, other 
than natural aluminum or brass, will not exhibit cracking, peeling, excessive fading, or corrosion during the warranty period. Exceptions apply as defined in each NICOR product’s specification sheets, which are incorporated 
by reference herein. Warranty does not cover improper installation, operation, alterations, power surges, overheating due to external conditions, or acts of nature including but not limited to lightning strikes.

ALL NICOR WARRANTIES APPLY ONLY TO NICOR PRODUCTS THAT HAVE BEEN PURCHASED FROM AN AUTHORIZED NICOR DISTRIBUTOR; WHO PURCHASED THE PRODUCT DIRECTLY FROM NICOR; THE PRODUCT WAS NEW 
AND IN AN UNOPENED NICOR PACKAGE AT THE TIME OF INSTALLATION; AND WAS INSTALLED BY A LICENSED ELECTRICIAN OR UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF A LICENSED ELECTRICIAN.

This device complies with part 15 of the FCC Rules. Operation is subject to the following two conditions: (1) This device may not cause harmful interference, and (2) this device must accept any interference received, 
including interference that may cause undesired operation.
NOTE: This equipment has been tested and found to comply with the limits for a Class B digital device, pursuant to part 15 of the FCC Rules. These limits are designed to provide reasonable protection against harmful 
interference in a residential installation. This equipment generates, uses and can radiate radio frequency energy and, if not installed and used in accordance with the instructions, may cause harmful interference to radio 
communications. However, there is no guarantee that interference will not occur in a particular installation. If this equipment does cause harmful interference to radio or television reception, which can be determined by 
turning the equipment off and on, the user is encouraged to try to correct the interference by one or more of the following measures:
—Reorient or relocate the receiving antenna.
—Increase the separation between the equipment and receiver.
—Connect the equipment into an outlet on a circuit different from that to which the receiver is connected.
—Consult the dealer or an experienced radio/TV technician for help

•	 Install the fixture into the recess bracket making sure not to pinch any 

wires. NOTE: Keep the body of the fixture close to the same plane as 

the ceiling surface for easier installation.

•	 Route the status LED harness and test button harness through the 

recess bracket between the trim plate mounting tab and spring clip.

•	 Install the trim plate insert with test button and status LED mounts in 

the trim plate. Insert the status LED into the front side of the trim plate 

and push status LED into bushing from backside of the trim plate.

•	 Install the trim plate with the included screws (M4x5).

•	 Slide the panel into the housing until it snap locks into place. If the 

chevrons are not needed, peel off.

•	 Remove the test button by unplugging the connector, pinching the 

lever locks on the inside of the end cap, and pushing the test button 

through the end cap.

•	 Remove the status LED from the mounting bushing by gently pushing 

it back through the end cap, and re-route it through the larger test 

button hole.

•	 Reinstall the end cap with the same screws (ST3.0x10) making sure the 

wires from the test button and status LED are pulled through the test 

button hole.

•	 Pass the fixture wires through the center hole on top of the driver box. 

Cover side knockout with plug.

•	 Complete the wiring inside the J-box with a strain relief provided by 

the contractor, close the J-box with a M4x5 screw.

•	 Remove the end cap with the test switch using a #1 Philips screwdriver. 

Be careful as the end cap also holds the light bar and sign ratchet. 

Recess Kit Installation - Continued


